Psalm & Readings Thursday 13th August 2020

Psalm 78:58-64

For they provoked him to anger with their high
places;

they moved him to jealousy with their idols.
When God heard, he was full of wrath,

and he utterly rejected Israel.
He abandoned his dwelling at Shiloh,

the tent where he dwelt among mortals,
and delivered his power to captivity,

his glory to the hand of the foe.
He gave his people to the sword,

and vented his wrath on his heritage.
Fire devoured their young men,

and their girls had no marriage song.
Their priests fell by the sword,

and their widows made no lamentation.

Ezekiel 12:1-12

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, you are
living in the midst of a rebellious house, who have
eyes to see but do not see, who have ears to hear
but do not hear; for they are a rebellious house.
Therefore, mortal, prepare for yourself an exile’s
baggage, and go into exile by day in their sight;
you shall go like an exile from your place to
another place in their sight. Perhaps they will
understand, though they are a rebellious

house. You shall bring out your baggage by day in
their sight, as baggage for exile; and you shall go
out yourself at evening in their sight, as those do
who go into exile. Dig through the wall in their
sight, and carry the baggage through it. In their
sight you shall lift the baggage on your shoulder,
and carry it out in the dark; you shall cover your
face, so that you may not see the land; for | have
made you a sign for the house of Israel.

| did just as | was commanded. | brought out my
baggage by day, as baggage for exile, and in the
evening | dug through the wall with my own

hands; | brought it out in the dark, carrying it on
my shoulder in their sight.

In the morning the word of the Lord came to

me: Mortal, has not the house of Israel, the
rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are you
doing?’ Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: This
oracle concerns the prince in Jerusalem and all
the house of Israel in it.” Say, ‘l am a sign for you:
as | have done, so shall it be done to them; they
shall go into exile, into captivity.” And the prince
who is among them shall lift his baggage on his
shoulder in the dark, and shall go out; he shall dig
through the wall and carry it through; he shall
cover his face, so that he may not see the land
with his eyes.

Matthew 18:21 - 19:1

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times.

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning,
one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment
to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and | will
pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the
lord of that slave released him and forgave him
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his
fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him,
“Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” But



he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he should pay the debt. When his
fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked
slave! | forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy
on your fellow-slave, as | had mercy on you?” And
in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured
until he should pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.’

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he
left Galilee and went to the region of Judea
beyond the Jordan.



